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REPORT. 



TO THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE OF HER 
MAJESTY'S MOST HONOHRABLE PRIA^Y 
COUNCIL ON EDUCATION. 



My Lords, 

We, your Lordships’ Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into the action of the Science and Art Department 
in Ireland, and various institutions in that country 
receiving State aid, have now the honour to report 
thereon. 

Our instructions were originally contained in your 
Lordships’ Minute of the 22nd May, as follows ; — - 

At Whitehall, the 22nd day of May 1868. 

By the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Her 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council on Education, 

1. The Lord President informs the Lords of the Committee of Minute _ 

Council on Education, that Her Majesty’s Government has decided c‘ommissSn, 
to constitute a separate department of Science and Art for Ireland, and stating 
analogous in its constitution to the existing Science and Art object of 
Department in London for the United Kingdom. inquiry. 

2. The object in view is, as far as possible, to combine or bring 
into harmonious action all existing institutions in Ireland receiving 
State grants for Science or Art. 

3. My Lords consider that a Commission should be appointed 
to report to them on the best means for carrying out this project, 
and have appointed — 

The Marquis of Kildare. 

The Very Rev. C. W. Russell, D.D. 

The Rev. Samuel Hanghton, M.D., F.R.S. 

G. A. Hamilton, Esq. 

Professor Huxley, LL.D., F.R.S. 

Colonel Laffan, R.E. 

Professor Wyville Thomson, LL.D.* 

Captain Donnelly, who xoill also act as Sec^^etavy, 
to act on the Commission. 

4. My Lords will direct the officers of the Science and Art 
Department, who are acquainted with its working, to afford the 
Commission all necessary information. 



* Subsequently added to the Commission. 

2267 &.— 1 . 
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0 . The position of the following institutions in Ireland will be 
considered by the Commission : — 

1 . Eoyal Dublin Society. 

2. Royal Hibernian Acadeni 3 n 

3. Royal Irish Acadeni}^ 

I. Irish National Gallery. 

3. Royal College of Science. 

6. Royal Zoological Society of Ireland. 

My Lords will request the Commissioners to consider these and 
other institutions in relation to the Science and Art Schools ■ in 
Ireland now receiving grants through the Science and Art De- 
partment, and to frame a plan for the formation of a Department 
for Ireland, the permanent head of which shall be a Secretary and 
Director resident in Dublin, with a sufficient stafi, who will 
report direct to the head of the Education Department. 

6. My Lords think it desirable to establish a central institu- 
tion in Dublin corresponding to a certain extent with the South 
Kensington Museum and Educational Establishment in connexion 
therewith in London. 

On considering these instructions at our first meeting, 
we found our attention principally directed to two points. 
T'irst, to the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to 
constitute a separate Department of Science and Art for 
Ireland ; secondly, to the object which the Government 
had in view in the formation of this Department, namely, 
to combine as far as possible, or bring into harmonious 
action, all existing institutions in Ireland receiving State 
grants for Science and Art. 

Objections to After giving to the subject our most careful conside- 
sepmte ration, it seemed to us that the creation of an entirely 
Department of independent Department of Science and Art for Ireland 
Irirdimd!"^''* would involve the severance of the Science and Art 
schools of that country from those of England and Scot- 
land ; and would thereby deprive the students of the 
Irish schools of the great advantage of imperial compe- 
tition, and so tend to restrict their prospects to the com- 
paratively narrow field afforded by their own country, 
which would undoubtedly be a disadvantage. That this 
was felt by the students themselves is evident from a 
petition which was laid before us, and is cited at p. xxxii. 
It further appeared to us that the attempt to establish 
between the institutions mentioned in the Minute and the 
proposed new Department such relations as the Minute 
seemed, to some of us, to indicate, might give rise to many 
difficult questions affecting the independent rights of those 
institutions, and meet with formidable opposition. 

Feeling, therefore, that the creation of an entirely inde- 
pendent Department of Science and Art for Ireland would 
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be detrimental to the interests of Science and Art in that 
country, and believing that we should probably be unable 
to devise means for carrying out your Lordships’ Minute 
in its integrity, we were obliged to apply for fresh 
instructions. Our letter was as follows ; — • 

Commission on Science and Axt Department in Ireland. 

The Castle, Dublin, 

My Lord Duke, 17th September 1868. 

I AM directed by the Commission on the Science and Art 
Department for Ireland to request your Grace to forward instruc- 
tions on the following point : — 

The Minute states that “ Her Majesty’s Government has 
“ decided to constitute a separate Department of Science and 
“ Art for Ireland analogous in its constitution to the existing 
“ Science and Art Department in London for the' United 
“ Kingdom,” and also “ to frame a plan for the formation of a 
“ Department for Ireland, the permanent head of which shall be 
“ a secretary and director resident in Dublin, with a sufficient 
“ staff, who will report direct to the head of the Education 
“ Department.” 

Is the Commission thereby precluded from considering the 
question of the desirability of having or not having an entirely 
sejiarate Department for Ireland ? 

I have, &e., 

(Signed) J.' F. D. Donnelly, Capt. R.E., 
Secretary to the Commission. 

To His Grace the Lord President. 

P.S. — A copy of the Minute No. 295 is herewith enclosed. 

In reply we received the following Minute: — 

At 'Whitehall, the 1st day of October 1868. 

By the Bight Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Her 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council on Education. 

In consequence of numerous representations made to them on 
the subject, Her Majesty’s Government considered that the con- 
stitution of a separate Department of Science and Art for Ireland 
might have the effect of increasing the efficiency of the various 
institutions to wliieh public money is granted in that country, 
and with this view a Commission was appointed by Minute of 
the 22nd May 1868. If, however, the Commission should be of 
opinion that these ends could be more effectually gained by means 
other than the constitution of such a Department, or that the 
amalgamation of all or any of the various institutionsis undesirable, 
my Lords do not wish the Commissioners to consider themselves 
precluded from reporting in that sense, nor from suggesting any 
modification in the original proposal as may appear to them 
de,sirable. 

Her Majesty’s Government had solely in ■view the advance- 
ment of science and art in Ireland. My Lords will, therefore, 

a 2 
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be happy to receive any recommendations that the Commission 
may make as best adapted to this end, though they may not be 
precisely consistent with the terms of the Minute of the 22nd 
May 1868. 

Thus relieved on a point which was early forced on 
our attention as likely to lead to great difficulties, we 
have been enabled to sketch out a scheme of action for 
the Science and Art Deparlincnt in Ireland, which w'e 
believe will be more conducive to the advancement of 
science and art in that country than the creation of a 
separate Department. And ive trust that a careful con- 
sideration of the evidence will convince even those who 
have been most in favonr of such a creation of the great 
disadvantages that would attend it. 

Science and Art After making ourselves acquainted with the working of 
s<Siien"s*inn- Science and Art Department and its central metropo- 
ton Museum, “ litaii institution, the South Kensington Museum, we visited 
Edinburgh, with a view of inspecting the Science and 
ScienceandArt Art Museuiu there, and ascertaining the nature of the 
examined. niutual relations of the various institutions in that capital 
receiving State aid. On the l6th September w'e com- 
menced our inquiry in Dublin. This inquiry lasted till the 
2nd October. We. made a careful inspection of the various 
institutions mentioned in the Minute, and took evidence with 
regard to them. Besides these institutions we inquired into 
the Queen’s Institute, which was referred to us by the 
Treasury, and into the Academy of Music, theDublin Exhi- 
bition Palace and Winter Garden, and the projected Royal 
Irish Institute, which were brought under our notice, and 
appeared to come ■within the scope of our instructions. 
Altogether we took the evidence of 44 witnesses. This, 
■with the information afforded us by six gentlemen in 
Edinburgh, and a large amount of documentary matter, we 
submit in the minutes of evidence and Appendix. 

The institutions named in the minute of the 22d May, 
with the exception of the Royal Hibernian Academy and 
the Irish National Gallery, have been so recently reported 
on and fully described, both in the Report of the Treasury 
Commission of 1862, and the Report of the Committee of 
the House of Commons on Scientific Institutions, Dublin, 
1864, that it will not be necessary to enter into any 
minute historical account of them. 

The Royal Dublin Society and the Museum or Irish 

Royal Dublin INDUSTRY. 

Museum of The Royal Dublin Society had its origin in a private 
Irish Industry, associatioii formed in 1731, for improving husbandry, 
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manufactures, and other useful "arts and sciences. The 
association was incorporated in 1749, and by successive 
Acts of the Irish Parliament it was entrusted with the 
formation and management of Drawing Schools, a Botanic 
Garden, and a Museum of Natural History. Professor- 
ships of Botany, Chemistrj', Mineralogy, and Natural 
Philosophy were established ; a library for the use of 
teachers and students was formed, and this gradually 
acquired a more extended public character. 

In 1845 it was determined to create in Ireland an insti- School of 
tution similar to the Museum of Practical, or rather, as it fo°‘Sng'’and‘* 
was then termed, Economic Geology, which had been the mts. 
established in England. For this institution a house was 
taken in St. Stephen’s Green in 1847, and the necessary 
alterations and additions ivere completed in 1852. It had, 
however, already in 1847 been extended from its original 
object of a Museum of Economic Geology, and under the 
name of “ Museum of Irish Industry and Government 
School of Science applied to Mining and the Arts,” its 
scope was enlarged so as to embrace the whole range of 
the industrial arts. In 1853 it was transferred from the 
Office of Woods and Forests to the then recently created 
Department of the Board of Trade, the Department of 
Science and Art. Several professorships were established 
in connexion with it, and in 1854 a minute, dated 11th 
April, was passed, defining the limits of the Royal Dublin 
Society and the Museum of Irish Industry and School of 
Science applied to Mining and the Arts respectively as to ^ 
collections, and relieving the former of the superintendence 
of its educational staff. 

In consequence of the strong opposition of the Royal 
Dublin Society the arrangements proposed by this Minute 
were considerably modified. The Government did not 
recede from their determination to maintain the Museum 
of Irish Industry as a separate institution, and not to 
support a double staff of professors. But to meet the 
wishes of the Royal Dublin Society, who strongly ob- 
jected to part entirely with their educational staff, Mr. 

Cardwell, the then President of the Board of Trade, con- 
sented, as a compromise, to create a committee called the 
Committee of Lectures, who should be entrusted with the Comimttee of 
general arrangement of lectures common to both institu- " 
tions, and w'hich %vere given partly in one lecture 
theatre and partially in another. They were also to have 
charge of the provincial lectures. The committee consisted 
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of four persons elected by the society and four nominated 
by the Government, the latter being either at the time or 
immediately afterwards elected members of the Royal 
Dublin Society. The regular courses, or systematic 
courses, as they were called, in the Museum of Irish 
Industry were not under this committee. 

This complicated system remained in operation till 
1 865, when the Lords of the Committee of Council on 
Education passed the following Minute, which as setting 
forth the present arrangements with regard to those two 
institutions, and the organization of the varions branches 
of the Royal Dublin Society, it may be desirable to quote 
here at length 

At South Kensington, 21st day of September 1865. 

By the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Her 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council on Education. 

PRESENT : 

The Right Honourable the Earl Granville, K.G. 

The Right Honourable H. A. Bruce, M.P. 

Scientific Institutions and Instruction in Dublin. 

1. Mj^ Lords take into consideration the Eeport of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons on Scientific Institutions 
in Dublin, 1864, tbe Report of the Treasury Commission of 
1862, and the corre,spondenee and various documents, &c., on the 
subject. 

2. The Vice-President stated the result of the Investigations 
on the spot he had recently made into the several institutions in 
Dublin. 

3. The Report of the Treasury Commission of 1862 recom- 
mended the abolition of the Museum of Irish Industry, and the 
concentration of all its collections under the charge of the Royal 
Dublin Society, except that of the Geological Survey, which was 
to remain under its own officers. The Society was also to be 
intrusted with direct scientific instruction in certain subjects by 
means of public lectures, which the Commission considered it 
advisable should be continued in Ireland as supplementary to the 
ordinary instruction in science provided for by the science Schools 
and classes of the Science and Art Department, and applicable 
as well to Ireland as to other parts of the United Kingdom. 

4. The Select Committee of the House of Commons of 1864, 
on the other hand, recommended the retention of the Museum of 
Irish Industry as a separate institution, and a redistribution of 
duties between it and the Royal Dublin Society, and stated it 
as their opinion that the technical and scientific instruction given 
in Dublin at the expense of the State should not be entrusted to 
a body of private gentlemen like the Royal Dublin Society, but 
rather to a jrablic scientific institution as in London, under a 
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proper system of responsibility, ■with examinations and prizes or 
certificates of competency. They recommended that the Koyal 
Dublin Society should be confined to the arrangement proposed 
in 1854, and altogether relieved of its educational functions, so 
called, pointing out that “ much of the substance of their resolu- 
tions may be found represented” in a memorandum submitted 
by Mr. Cole to the Science and Art Department in January 1 854. 

This memorandum sugge.stedthat the promotion of direct instruc- Mr. Cole’s 
tion .should be confided to a College of Science proposed to be memoranaum 
founded on the Museum of Irish Industry, and that the Royal Sdatbn of 
Dublin Society should take charge of tho.se objects which partook College of 
of the nature of public exhibitions, such as the Botanic Gardens, 
the Zoological Museum, &c. 

5. The Select Committee of 1864, however, while thus broadly 
indicating the division which should exist between the functions 
of these two departments, modified in several respects the appli- 
cation of the general principle, and proposed that the Royal 
Dublin Society should still remain charged with educational 
functions in respect of agriculture. Their report also recom- 
mended tlie establi.shment of a veterinaiy school, on the grounds 
that “ a veterinary school and an agricultural chemist are legi- 
“ timate adjuncts to a society originally formed for the en- 
“ couragement of agriculture and the improvement of land, and 
“ containing so large a body of country gentlemen perfectly 
“ capable of forming a judgment in veterinary matters and the 
“ application of agricultural chemistry.” 

6. My Lords are prepared to adopt the general principle of the Action taken 
recommendations of the Select Committee, subject to the ap- co°mdl*cm 
proval by Parliament and the Lords Commissioners of Her Education. 
Majesty’s Treasury of the increased expenditure which will be 
necessary for efficiently carrying out the same. They are of 

opinion that it is unadvisable to make any modification of the 
broad principle laid down bj' the Select Committee, and that a 
clear line of demarcation between the functions of the Museum 
of Irish Industry and the Royal Dublin Society should be strictly 
maintained so as to avoid future complications. They therefore 
determine that the grant of public funds shall in future be , 
afforded in Dublin — (I.), to instruction in science applied to 
industry as one public object administered wholly by one autho- 
rity ; and (II.), to the exhibition of scientific collections as a 
second public object to be administered by another distinct 
authority. 

7. The other several objects, such as a Veterinary College, Veterinap' 
although they may be fit objects for a private society, such as 

the Royal Dublin Society, do not appear to be of a character Society, 
which ought to be maintained out of the general taxation, and 
are not such as my Lords are prepared to recommend for Parlia- 
mentary aid. They see that this contingency has been met by 
the Select Committee, who suggest in their report, “ that a 

portion of the private contributions of the Society may be 
“applied to the maintenance of this dep arfcraentj” namely the 
veterinary School. 
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Royal Dublin Society. 

S. My Lords propose that the following departments of the 
Royal Dublin Society shall be wholly supported by public funds, 
like the corresponding public institutions in Loudon, the Society 
acting as trustees and being responsible for their administra- 
tion : — 

The Museum of Natural History, including Mineralogy. 

The Botanic Gardens and Museum at Glasnevin. 

The Library of the Royal Dublin Society. 

Leinster Lawn, which should be made a public ornamental 
garden, instead of remaining, as at present, a waste space 
between the National Gallery and the Museum of Natural 
History. 

The whole of the premises of the Eoyal Dublin Society, and 
the necessary staff of the Society for conducting the 
business involved in the above-mentioned objects. 

9. The theoretical limitation of the amount of public funds to 
5,500?. annually should be abolished, and the annual grants 
necessary for keeping the above departments in efficiency con- 
sidered on merits and submitted to Parliament every year. 

1 0. The Royal Dublin Society would thus he relieved of all 
restrictions on its action in the application — in accordance with 
the charter and objects of the Society — of the subscriptions of its 
members and any other private funds, and not be subject to the 
Audit Office in respect of such private funds. The Society would 
be thus free to encourage any objects it has at heart — even those 
of direct instruction — without asking for the sanction of the 
Science and Ar-t Department, as is necessary under the present 
arrangement. 

Miiseiem of Irish Industry. 

11. Turning now to the Museum of Irish Industry, my Lords 
find that the Select Committee recommended one of two courses, 
either that the Museum of Irish Industry should have at least the 
same scope given to it as the Museum in Jermyn Street, and be 
placed on the same footing as a School of Mines as regards its 
collections, professors, and lectiu-es, or that those lectures and 
coUections might be extended to the illustration of such other 
industrial objects as may be sanctioned by the Government. 
While suggesting, however, that the scope of the Museum should 
be thus widened, and quoting approvingly the before-mentioned 
memorandum of Mr. Cole’s to that effect, the Committee decline 
to give any decided opinion on the ground of its being too wide 
a subject to be dealt with by them, leaving it thus an open 
question for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

12. It would appear that the one School of Mines already 
existing in Jermyn Street is not largely attended, and is amply 
sufficient for the wants of the whole United Kingdom, and there 
probably would not be sufficient attendance to justify the esta- 
blishment in Ireland of a second school with a large staff, for this 
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object alone, as the few special mining pupils from that country 
might easily join the school in London. 

1 3. My Lords consider that for these and other reasons the College of 
Museum of Irish Industry should have a wider scope given to it 

than that of a School of Mines ; that it should become a College ’ 
for affording a complete and thorough course of instruction in 
those branches of Science which are more immediately connected 
with and applied to all descriptions of industry, including Agri- 
culture, Mining, and Manufactures ; that it should in this way 
supplement the elementary .scientific instruction already provided 
for by the Science Schools of the Department ; and that it should 
assist in the training of teachers for these schools. 

14. The Museum of the College of Science should be entirely its museum, 
subordinate to, and contain only such collections as are essential 

to the instruction in the College, but should still remain the 
depository for the Collections of the Geological Survey. It is 
advisable, therefore, that the Museum should hand over to the 
Eoyal Dublin Society its Portlock Collection of Birds and Fishes, 
and receive from the Royal Dublin Society its collection of 
Physical instruments and apparatus. 

1-5. This arrangement, embodying the spirit of the recommenda- 
tions of the Select Committee as respects both the Eoyal Dublin 
Society and the Museum of Irish Industry, my Lords believe to 
be based upon a broad, clear, and intelligible principle of action, 

They trust that it will remove the present causes of controversy, 
and commend itself to the judgment of Parliament. 

16. My Lords do not consider it will be necessary that the Zoological 
Zoological Society should receive their grants any longer through 

the Royal Dublin Society. The question of privileges between 
the members of the two Societies will therefore be a matter of 
private arrangement between them. 

17. Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury for their sanction to the arrangements 
proposed. 

The Museum of Natural History, the Botanic Gardens, Action taken 
and the Library thus became public establishments to be 
wholly supported by public funds. The Institution in St. 

Stephen’s Green ceased to exist as a Museum of Irish 
Industry, and the School of Science applied to Mining and 
the Arts was converted into a College of Science. The 
course of insti'uction for this College of Science was fixed 
by a Commission of which the late Lord Rosse was chair- 
man, which reported in July 1866. Its system of adminis- 
tration was laid down in Mr. Cony’s letter to the Treasury 
dated 26th Nov. 1866. This, however, was subsequently 
so far modified that the office of Dean which was to have 
been hold in rotation by the professors was conferred on 
Sir R. Kane, who had been Director of the Museum of 
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Irish Industry. During his retention of the office, thereforCj 
the arrangement of annual rotation remains in abeyance. 

One of the provisions of the Minute of the 21st Sept, 
has not, however, as yet been fully carried out. The 
Museum of Irish Industry proper has still remained on 
the premises of the College of Science. All the collec- 
tions of the industrial museum, with the exception of the 
Portlock collection of Irish flora and fauna, are still re- 
tained, and with the collections of the geological survey, 
are still exhibited there. 

The collections consist of a mineralogical collection ; of 
a technological collection, illustrative of building materials, 
mining and metallurgy and fuel, ceramic and glass manu- 
factures ; of vegetable and chemical products, and a few 
models. These collections are in charge of the curator of 
the museum. The collections in charge of the Director of 
the geological survey in Ireland are the palmontological 
and rock collections. The former has been made by the 
geological survey, the latter, purchased out of the funds 
of the museum, to illustrate lectures, and for the use of 
officers of the survey for the purposes of reference. 

The amounts taken in the estimates for 1 868-9 for the 
foregoing institutions were as follows : — 



— 


Class I. 
PublicWorks 
and 

Buildings. 


Class IV. 
Education, 
Science, and 
Art. 


Total. 




£ 


1 

£ 


£ 


Royal Dublin Society : — - 





2,185 




Museum of Natural History 


400 


1,485 




Alterations in Museum and 
Agricultural Hall 


192 






Leinster Lawn - - - 


150 


200 




Glasnevin Botanic Gardens 


4,600 


1,950 




Increased heating apparatus 


125 




JKildare {Street, maintenance, &c. 
Glasnevin Gardens, ditto 


1,715 


1 




772 






Library - - - ; 




1,300 




Eoyal College of Science - 




6,263 


14,974 


New buildings - - - 


2,000 






Maintenance, &c. 


1,160 


_ 










9,423 

£24,397 
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These estimates contemplated the erection of a 
Botanical Museum in Glasnevin Gardens, and the roofing 
over with glass of the court of the College of Science 
for the accommodation of the Industrial collections, the 
present galleries being required for conversion into class 
rooms. Pending our inquiry no action has been taken in 
the matter. 

The position and functions of the Royal Dublin Society Presmt 



are now as follows ..... . CtSis of 



The Commission of 1862 considered that the constitu- the Royal 
tion of the Royal Dublin Society as a body to be entrusted Society, 
with the disbursement of public money was faulty, in 
that full powers were not vested in the council to act on 
behalf of the Society, but that its decisions were liable 
at any time to be reversed by a vote of a General Meeting. 

It was therefore recommended that the Society should Heir charter, 
obtain a new' charter conferring the necessary powers on 
a council constituted as proposed by the Commission, and 
consisting of not more than 33 members, viz., seven vice- 
presidents and tw'o secretaries, elected annually ; the 
chairman, or in his absence the vice-chairman of each of 
the standing committees of the society, of which there 
are not to be more than eight ; and such other members 
as might be elected to make up the required number. 

The imposition of this condition was also concurred in 
by the House of Commons Committee of 1864. A new 
charter was obtained in January 1866 ; and under that 
charter the general management of the society, the 
appointment, control, and dismissal of officers, and full 
authority to act on its behalf, is delegated to the council. 

As trustees the society are responsible for the adminis- 
tration of the Museum of Natural History, the Botanic 
Gardens, and the Library, the funds for the support of 
which are entirely supplied by the State — with the ex- 
ception of 100?. per annum contributed by the Society to 
the Library. The council appoint the curators and other 
officers, and look after the management by means of 
standing committees. 

Out of its own funds, which amount to about 1,100/. or Agricultural 
1 ,200/. a-year, the society supports the Agricultural Mu- ™ 
seum and holds Agricultural shows. It has held periodical 
Industrial Exhibitions. It also holds examinations annually, 
and gives general and commercial certificates of merit. All 
the buildings of the Royal Dublin Society, including the 
Agricultural Hall and Museum and exhibiting yard, are 
maintained by public funds. The officers of the society. 
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with the exception of those belonging to the Agricultural 
Department, are also paid by Government. 

The society has a reading room, with newspapers, 
periodicals, &c., for its members, who have also the privi- 
lege of borrowing books from the library. It holds seven 
or eight meetings annually for reading papers on scientific 
and other subjects. The transactions of the society are 
published at the expense of the State. 

The Royal Dublin Society also superintends a very suc- 
cessful School of Art. This School of Art is in the same 
position as any other School of Art in the kingdom, except 
that the house and repairs, &c., are provided at public 
expense. The Royal Dublin Society acts in the same way 
as the committee of a local School of Art, and makes 
certain payments to the school out of its private funds. 
These payments amounted last year to 60/. The State 
payments, including those to the poor schools taught by the 
Art pupil Teachers, amounted altogether to 259/. 1 8«. Grf. 

Royal Irish Academy. 

“ The Royal Irish Academy was incorporated by Royal 
“ Charter in January 1786, for the promotion of science, 
“ polite literature, and antiquities. It has published 23 
“ quarto volumes of transactions, containing valuable 
“ papers under each of these heads ; but, as polite litera- 
“ ture in the present day requires but little assistance, the 
“ attention of the Academy is devoted mainly to science 
“ and antiquities. It stands to Ireland in the same 
“ position as the Royal Society, the Royal Society of 
“ Literature, and the Royal Antiquarian Society do to 
“ England. The constitution of the Academy consists of 
“ a president, a council of 21, and an indefinite number of 
“ ordinary members. There are also honorary members 
“ in various departments of science and literature, who 
“ are, for the most part, foreigners. The president, 
“ though elected annually, usually holds office for five 
“ years. The council of 21 is divided into three com- 
“ mittees, each composed of seven members, for science, 
“ polite literature, and antiquities. The council is elected 
“ each year in accordance with the charter. . . . The 
“ president and council are the executive of the societ3', 
“ having the privilege of initiating all business relating to 
“ finance and bye-law’s ; it rests, however, with the main 
“ body of the Academy to sanction the recommendation 
“ of the executive 
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" The life composition is 20 guineas, but a member who 
“ has paid the annual subscription for 20 years may, on 
“ additional payment of six guineas, compound for the 
“ rest of his life. The annual members pay an entrance 
“ fee of five guineas, and an annual subscription of two 
“ guineas. Admission is by ballot ; the minimum quorum 
“ of members balloting for the admission of candidates is 
“ 16 as fixed by the charter, and at least three-fourths of 
“ members present must vote for the candidate. There 
“ is no absolute standard for admission to this academy, 

“ but it is generally understood that persons seeking to 
“ become members should be persons of scientific and 
“ literary acquirements. The very fact of being on its 
“ roll is regarded as a kind of literary or scientific 
“ degree.” .... 

“ In connexion with tlie museum is the learned and Excellence 
“ admirable catalogue. It was set on foot in 1847, and 
“ executed gratuitously by Sir William Wilde. It is 
“ illustrated with 630 woodcuts, carefully drawn. The 
“ cost of this work, and of the registration of the articles 
“ described in it, w'as defrayed, partly by the Academy, 

“ partly by subscription among its members, and partly 
“ by Government grants. This catalogue has not only 
“ made knowm to the world the riches of the museum, 

“ but it has stimulated attention to Irish archiEology. 

“ All articles of stone, earth, wood, bronze, and gold 
“ w'hich w’ere in the museum previous to 1857 have been^ 

“ catalogued, described, and illustrated. Articles of 
“ silver and of iron, ecclesiastical remains, and acquisitions 
“ since 1857 are still uncatalogued. Most of the letter- 
“ press of the unfinished portion of the catalogue is com- 
“ pleted. It is unfortunately at a standstill for want of 
“ funds. About 400/. or 500/. is required, and from its 
“ popularity, it is expected that if carried out, it would 
“ add to the income of the Academy.” — (Report of the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons on Scientific 
Institutions in Dublin, 1864.) 

Sir W. Wilde states in his evidence that “ up to the 
“ meeting in March last every article in the museum, 

“ numbering now about 12,000, had been (with the 
“ exception of some coins) catalogued ; and if the museum 
“ was removed to-morrow there would not be 30 articles 
“ to number or register.” The publication of the cata- 
logue is in the same state as when reported on in 1864. 
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The Academy has a good library containing manuscripts 
and n'orks of great value, as illustrative of early Irish 
history. In addition to its library proper, it possesses the 
library of Thomas Moore, the poet, which was given by 
his widow. Its museum is said to be the richest in 
Europe in Celtic antiquities, and it is being constantly 
added to by gifts, by special grants for purchase, and ob- 
jects of treasure trove deposited by Government. Articles 
of gold or silver which may be found, and taken to the 
police, are valued by the Committee of Antiquities of the 
Royal Irish Academy, and if thought worth purchasing, 
the paymaster of constabulary pays the finder somewhat 
more than the intrinsic value of the rnetal. Many pur- 
chases have been made for the museum by special sub- 
scriptions amongst the members. And the museum has 
lately been enriched by the Petrie collection of antiquities 
purchased by a special vote in this year’s estimate. 

Thus in addition to the valuable collection belonging 
to the Academy the museum is also the depository of a 
large amount of public property. For objects of so much 
value the museum is a very unsafe building. It is not fire 
proof, and could not be made so without great expense. 
Portions of the collections have been moved to make room 
for the library, and in consequence of uncompleted altera- 
tioip have for a long time remained unarranged out of 
their cases._ Visitors on application are admitted to see 
the collections, but the museum is not in the ordinary 
sense a public museum. 

Altogether we regard the condition of this collection, 
which has now acquired a national character, as unsatis- 
factory, and we are of opinion that in consideration of the 
large expenditure of public money which a suitable new 
building and the necessary administration will require the 
Academy should be invited to place its museum under a 
director to be appointed by Government. 

Representations have been made as to the want of 
funds in the hands of the Academy to enable them to assist 
persons engaged in making original researches. Such a 
grant appears to be unnecessary, as the sum of 1 000/. 
per annum at the disposal of the Royal Society, is appli- 
cable to the whole kingdom, and w'e" believe is scarcely 
ever wholly expended. If this were generally known in 
Iieland, it would probably meet the wishes expressed on 
this point. 
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The private funds of the Royal Irish Academy are 
derived from the annual subscriptions of members, the income of 
bequest of Timothy Cunningham, and the Academy 
stock, representing the life compositions of members. Since 
185i^,'the Academy has received a regular annual Parlia- 
mentary grant of 500?. This has been supplemented 
occasionally by grants given in aid of the subscriptions of 
members made for special objects. Since 1864 there has 
been a special grant of 200/. a year for researches in con- 
nexion with Celtic manuscripts. The Academy is fur-, 
nished by the Government with a house which is kept in 
repair by the Board of Works. Independently of the 
treasure trove grant of 100/. per annum the estimates for 
the current year stand as follows ; 



Royal Irish Academy - * ^ ' 

The following special items are included in the gi-aiit in 

Class IV.:- . ^ £ 

Researches in connexion with Celtic manuscripts . ■ 200 
Preparation of scientific veports'i Recommended C 
Expenses oHibrary - ' I byCommitteeof 

Expenses of museum, _&c. - > of Com- ' 

Illustration and pnntmg of j^^ons in 1804 
transactions . . -J 

Purchase of Tara hrooch .... 200 

£1,200 

The expenditure of the Academy, inclusive of the_ above 
sums, is estimated, for 18C8-9, at 2,1601., aud the income 
at 3761., 

Purchase of the Petrie Collection .... 




* These votes are taken by the Treasury, and do nob appear in the estimates cf the Science 
and Art Department. 



Royal Hibernian Academy. 

The Royal Hibernian Academy is a chartered body — Eoya- 
“ An association of artists for the promotion of the fine Jeademy"! 
“ arts in Ireland by means of drawing and painting, 

“ lectures, and exhibitions.” In 1826, Mr. Francis 
J ohnston, an architect, and then president of the Academy, 
presented to it a house in Lower Abbey Street, on a lease 
of lives renewable for ever, but with reversion to his 
family on failure of certain conditions. 

In 1858, the Hibernian Academy was reported on by 
Mr. Norman MacLeod, Assistant Secretary of the Science 
and Art Department, and this report was laid on the 
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table of the House of Commons. As the result of 
Mr. MacLeod’s inquiry and the correspondence which 
followed it respecting the proper objects and organization 
of the Academy and its relation to the Government, the 
parliamentary grant of 300/. per annum was renewed and 
has been continued to the present time. In 1861 the 
Academy obtained a new charter increasing the maximum 
number of its members from 14 to 30, and granting po-wer 
to the academicians to frame any byelaws or new regula- 
tions affecting the government and general interests of 
the institution ; such rules being subject to the formal 
approval of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

The Exhibitions of the Academy are held annually and 
comprise works of painting, sculpture, drawing, and 
modelling, of designs in architecture, and of unpublished 
engravings ; and all persons whatever are invited to con- 
tribute. The exhibitions are open to the public on pay- 
ment of L. or Qd. in the daytime, and \d. in the evening; 
but hitherto the receipts from this source have not proved 
remunerative. In 1 867 the exhibition did not take place 
for various reasons. 

The schools of the Academy are a school of the antique, 
open five evenings in the week under the supervision of the 
keeper ; a school of the living model open on five evenings, 
and a school of painting open five days in each week. It 
is an absolute rule of the Academy that no student shall 
be admitted to these schools unless he produces a certifi- 
cate from the Department of Science and Art to the effect 
that he has passed the examinations of the Department in 
the four subjects of freehand, geometry, perspective, and 
object drawing, of the “ second grade.” An examination 
of the whole of the students’ works is held each year, in the 
autumn, by the President and the Keeper of the Academy 
in conjunction with an Inspector of the Science and Art 
Department. Medals are awarded, and the Inspector 
reports to the Department the results of the examination 
and of his inspection of the schools. There is an annual 
exhibition of the students’ works, and a public distribution 
of medals; and works executed in the schools of the 
Academy are admissible, though they have but seldom 
been sent in, to the National Competition at South 
Kensington. 

The parliamentary grant of 300/. for the educational 
purposes of the Academy is paid through the Science and 
Art Department, and the Academy reports annually to 
that Department. 
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The nature and methods of the instruction given in the 
schools have been the subject of much correspondence schools, 
between the Academy and the Science and Art Depart- 
ment ; and there is no reason to think that the Academy 
classes are either more efficient or more useful than 
the corresponding ones of the School of Art of the 
Royal Dublin Society. It is, horvever, unnecessary at 
present to refer to this matter at greater length, as the 
attention of Parliament rvas directed to it in the session of 
1866, and the correspondence and the Inspector’s Report 
for the previous year were printed by order of the House 
of Commons (Paper No. 500, dated 10th August 1866). 

As regards the exhibitions of the Academy, Dublin Exhibitions, 
must naturally suffer, from the fact of its being one of the 
secondary capitals of the kingdom, far below London in 
respect of rvealth and population. Irish artists are natu- 
rally attracted to London ; but even if they pursued their 
profession in Ireland, they rvould probably find it equally 
their interest to send their works to the Exhibition of the 
Royal Academy in London. Exhibitions of works of art 
as a means of influencing popular taste can only be 
improving if composed of works of a high class. There 
can be no justification for the State providing for the exhi- 
bition and sale of works of a special body of artists 
simply as such. This is a private object, and should be 
self-supporting. 

Irish National Gallery. 

The National Gallery of Ii'eland, incorporated under w* National 

the Acts 17 & 18 Victoria, cap. 99> and 18 & 19 Victoria, “ 
cap. 44, owes its foundation, as at present constituted, 
in a great measure to the committee of a fund called 
the Dargan Testimonial Fund, w'hich was contributed 
with the object of commemorating the services of Mr. 

William Dargan in connexion with the Dublin Exhi- 
bition of 1853. The sum of 5,000Z. was set aside by the 
committee towards the cost of erecting a public gallery 
of art in Dublin, and a suitable site, valued at 3,000Z., 
having been obtained on Leinster Lawm, Parliament has 
from time to time provided the additional funds necessary 
for the completion of the buildings ; and the gallery, as it 
now stands, is estimated to have cost the public about 
30,000Z. The maintenance of the institution is in a great 
measure dependent on the continuance of parliamentary 

22679.— 1, b 
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aid; and in the estimates for the current year, 1868-9, 
provision for this purpose is made as follows : 

National Gallery of Ireland. 

Estimated amount required for salaries £ 



for 1868-69 - 




- 888 


Purchase of pictures 


- 


- 1,500 


Incidental expenses 


- 


- 352 


Cost of alterations 


- 


- 176 


Maintenance and Repairs 


- 


- 248 



Total - £3,1 64 



The vote for the purchase of pictures is made in con- 
sideration of and as an equivalent to voluntary money 
contributions and the value of donations of works of art. 

The total amount of public money which has been 
granted on this principle, for the special purpose of buying 
pictures, is 7,5001., being the sum of 1,500/., voted in this 
year’s estimates; 1000/. voted in 1866-7, and a grant of 
5,000/. on account of the Dargan contribution. 

The governing body of the institution, as constituted 
by Parliament, consists of 17 members; of these live are 
governors ex officio ; two are appointed by the Koyal 
Hibernian Academy as its representatives on the Board, 
and three are nominated by the Government ; the re- 
maining seven being elected, for the term of five years, 
by the subscribers, and by donors of a sum of 10/. or of 
a work of art of the value of 20/. 

The ordinary working quorum of this Board is five, and 
for purchases of pictures the approval of a quorum of 
nine members is required by the Act. 

The practical responsibility, however, for such pur- 
chases has devolved upon the Director of the gallery, 
subject to subsequent ratification by the Board, and to 
the general control of the Treasury. 

The collection at present consists almost entirely of 
paintings by ancient masters, and but few additions have 
as yet been made to it by means of the system of deposit- 
ing pictures on loan which has worked so well at South 
Kensington and in Edinburgh. 

The gallery was opened to the public on the 1st of 
February 1864, and continues open, subject to the regula- 
tions of the Board, on four weekdays from noon to dusk, 
and on Sunday in the afternoon, the admission being free. 
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It is reserved for artists and students on Fridays and 
Saturdays, when the price of admission to the public is 
Qcl . ; and on Tuesday evenings during certain periods 
of the year it is lighted by gas and open free from 7 to 9 
o’clock. 

From the opening of the gallery in 1 864 to the 30th of 
September 1867j the number of visitors was 480,426. 

Royal Zoological Society of Ireland. 

The Zoological Society was founded in 1830, and the Royal Zooiogi- 
gardens established on a plot of ground assigned to it in 
the Phcenix Park. It is under the administration of a 
Council, an Honorary Secretary and a Treasurer, who meet 
once a week for the despatch of business. It is supported 
by subscriptions, by fees taken for the admission of the 
public, and by grants from the State. 

Its objects are the promotion of the knowledge of 
natural history, of comparative anatomjr, of physiology, 
of comparative pathology, and, further, the recreation of 
the public. 

The rates of admission are, on w'eek days 6c?., and on 
Sundays Ic?. On Sundays the total admissions for the 
year average upwards of 100,000. 

At the present moment the collection of animals though 
limited is in a highly satisfactory condition. But want 
of funds prevents the society from purchasing, supporting, 
and replacing animals as much as might be desired. 

The regular Parliamentary grant to the Society is 500/. rariiamentaiy 
per annum, which it receives through the Department of 
Science and Art. During the last three years it has 
received in addition special grants of 1000/. per annum for 
making additional buildings, &c. 

Including the State aid of 1,500/., the receipts for 1867 
were 3,126/. 18s. 6c?., and the expenses for the same year 
W'ere 3,329/. 

The Queen’s Institute. 

The Queen’s Institute, Dublin, was established in 1861, The Queen’s 
under the patronage of Her Majesty the Queen, by a dSu".'’ 
number of influential ladies and gentlemen residing in 
Ireland, who were interested in providing a means for 
assisting gentlewomen of limited means to obtain their 
livelihood. 

b 2 
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The institution is managed by a council consisting of 
ladies and gentlemen. The administration is carried on 
by the Secretary. Its funds are derived from subscriptions, 
donations, and fees. 

The institution comprises various sections or classes, of 
■which the follo'wing is a list ; 

Sewing Machine class. 

Commercial. 

Foreign Correspondence. 

La'w Writers. 

Lithography. 

Engraving. 

Telegraph. 

Painting Photographs. 

Illuminated Painting. 

Dra'wing class. 

Arithmetic and Book-keeping. 

The majority of students admitted to the above classes 
pay fees of a small amount ; other pupils are instructed 
gratuitously. These latter are admitted upon the recom- 
mendation of members -who by their subscription or 
donation are qualified to give such nominations. 

The number of students at present under instruction 
amounts to 183, of whom 18 are free students. 

Employment is given to the pupils under instruction by 
commercial houses, la'tvyers, the British and Irish Tele- 
graph Company, and others. The 'work to be so done is 
in the first instance sent to the institute, and the secretary 
distributes it throughout the various classes. 

Of pupils who have been trained, the following is a 
return of those who are now in employ : — 



— 


No. entered 
Institute. 


No. employed. 


Sewing miichino - 


347 


188 


Telegraph - 


80 


61 


Commercial 


145 


^8 


Law writing - - - . ; 


88 


45 


Engraving 


37 


11 


Drawing - 


31 


6 


Lithograph 


27 


3 


Painting photographs - - _ 


53 


22 


Illuminated painting - 


3 


3 




811 


367 
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The art classes are almost entirely for applied art, such Art instruction, 
as painting on porcelain, engraving, and lithography. 

They are composed chiefly of students from the Govern- 
ment School of Art at the Royal Dublin Society, whence 
the best pupils come. The Queen’s Institute neither 
provides for nor insists upon its students having a thorough 
elementary training in drawing, but looks upon its classes 
as supplementary to the regular art school. 

The preceding table, while showing how successful Character of 
the society has been, illustrates the general character 
of its action. It is a charitable institution, differing in 
no essential from numerous other charitable institutions 
in the kingdom. It is for the benefit of a defined and 
limited class — persons in a certain rank of life — and 
it is to teach, and by its special organization to bring 
within their reach, many ordinary mechanical arts to which 
as a rule persons in this rank of life have not access. And 
it is not for the purpose of giving general instruction in 
art or drawing, such as is aided by the Science and Art 
Department. The appeal, however of a charitable insti- 
tution for State aid must be judged on other grounds than 
the good motive of its supporters and the success of its 
work. We feel that w'e should not be justified in recom- 
mending this institution to receive aid unless ive were 
prepared, at the same time, to recommend that the State 
should extend similar aid to like charitable institutions in 
other parts of the kingdom, and enter on a course of action 
\yhich at present is foreign to it — that of affording instruc- 
tion in these trades to persons in all ranks and positions of 
life. 

The receipts this year amounted to 1,027^., and the 
expenses to 1,013/. 

The Irish Acade.hy oe Music. 

The Irish Academy of Music was established in 1856 Wsh Academy 
for the promotion of musical education in Ireland. Its 
classes are open to both male and female students. It 
derives its support from subscriptions and donations and 
pupils’ fees. It is managed by a committee selected 
from the subscribers. The committee meets once a week. 

The course embraces instruction in vocal music, pianoforte, 
violin, violoncello, and wind instruments. Each year is 
divided into three terms, and the fees are, — for the female 
students, 81. per annum ; in the junior class 61. ; and for 
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the male students, Al. per annum. There have been up 
to the present time 206 female and 1G6 male students 
instructed in the school. 

In consequence of insufficient funds desirable classes in 
important branches of musical education, such as harmony, 
composition, elocution, languages, reading and singing at 
sight, have not been established. 

The Academy has successfully trained upwards of 100 
pupils, who have since done well as performers or 
teachers. It is not in receipt of any State aid, and its 
action, as already stated, appears to be fettered from 
want of increased funds. The receipts have averaged 
yearly about 540/., of which 415/. is contributed by fees 
from students. The average expenditure has been 715/. 

The Proposed Royad Irish Institute. 

The Royal Irish Institute is represented at present by 
a body of gentlemen who have formed themselves into a 
society for the purpose (as set forth in their memorandum 
of the 1st October 1867, presented to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, and subsequent suggestions,) of promoting the 
formation of a “ Royal Irish Institute on Science and Art.” 
It is proposed that this institute shall be “under the 
control or management of a board of resident gentlemen,” 
or “ Royal Commission of Irishmen,” who “ are to be 
directly in communication with the Irish Government and 
responsible to Parliament.” And that it shall be indepen- 
dent of, and as regards Ireland, fulfil the same functions 
as the Science and Art Department now does for the 
whole kingdom. 

We have heard every gentleman who has tendered 
himself on behalf of the project, and examined in 
reference to it gentlemen connected with the several 
institutions in Dublin which would be affected by the 
proposed institute. 

We believe that the project has originated in a mis- 
apprehension with regard to what the functions of the 
Science and Art Department really are, and that it was 
suggested by the opportunity of purchasing the Exhibition 
Palace,* and thus acquiring a spacious building, with a 



* The Dublin Exhibition Palace and Winter Garden Company w;i 3 
founded in the year 1862, for the purpose (as stated in the Memoran- 
diun of Association) of ‘‘the promotion of rational enjoyment, combined 
“ with instruction, by the exhibition of the various subjects of the fine 
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considerable area of groand, some 15 acres, adapted, in 
the opinion of the promoters of the project, for a per- 
manent exhibition of Irish productions ; for a national 
museum ; for the consolidation and more or less complete 
amalgamation of the various societies and learned bodies 
to which we have referred, and for various other useful 
purposes. 

The constitution of the Department of Science and Constitution of 
Art in England in no way answers to the idea set forth 
in the prospectus of the promoters of this project. It in EngUnS. 
is neither wholly nor partially administered by a board 
_ of private gentlemen, but is one branch of the Edu- 
cation Department under the Minister in charge of 
education— the Lord President of the Council — who 
is assisted by a Vice-President. It has a permanent 
staff, the head of which is a secretary. The South 
Kensington Museum, contiguous to which are the 
offices of the Science and Art Department, is one 
only of the numerous institutions governed by 1;hat 
department. The permanent head of this museum 
is a Director, who is assisted by a special museum 
staff, and is responsible to the Minister. It so happens 
that at present the offices of secretary of the Science 
and Art Department and Director of the South Ken- 
sington Museum are held by the same person, but this 
may not occur again. 

The South Kensington Museum is, from the accident ^he SoutE 
of its origin and growth a most heterogeneous collection, inwem.™ 



“ arts, music, manufactures, and scientific experiments, the deliveiy of 
“ public lectures on scientific and other subjects, and the exhibition of 
‘‘ horticulture. 50,000/. constituted the capital of the company, 
“ divided into 10,000 shares of 51 . each, all of which was subscribed by 
“ the public. The palace consists of two principal portions, the first a 
highly ornamented stone building, having a frontage of 500 feet to 
“ Eai'lsfort Terrace, and the other adjoining, and made of iron and glassj 
“ constituting the ^ Winter Garden.’ ... In addition to this there 
“ is the temporary building known as the Machinery Court, containing 
“ a frontage of 100 feet to Earlsfort Terrace. . . . These grounds 

“ contain 15 acres, and consist of ornamental gardens in the highest 
state of cultivation and beauty. The premises are held on two leases, 
“ for terms of 250 and 999 years respectively, at a gi’oss rent of 500/. per 
‘ annum.” After stating that the opening of the Palace was inaugurated 
by an International Exhibition in the year 1865, the memorandum pro- 
ceeds : ^^The Palace, from various causes, is now 42,000/. in debt. 

The shareholders having failed to assist in raising the additional 
“ capital required, the dissolution of the Company and the sale of the 
“ Palace and premises is inevitable, unless the Government assist in 
‘ their preservation, in the mode presently suggested.” 
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It consists of (1) a picture gallery containiug- pictures, 
partly gifts to the museum, partly on loan, and partly 
deposited by the National Gallery for want of room in 
the building in Trafalgar Square ; (2) a fine art collection 
partly belonging to the museum and partly on loan, and 
confined almost entirely to objects of art executed since 
the Christian era, in porcelain, potteiy, metal, &c., 
sculpture, and casts of architecture; (3) an art library ; 
(4) a museum of educational apparatus and books ; (5) 
a food and animal products collection; (6) a collection of 
naval models, deposited by the Admiralty ; (7) a collec- 
tion of modern war material, deposited by the War 
Department. A School of Art and Training School for 
art masters, and a School of Naval Architecture and 
Marine Engineering, are housed on the same premises. 

Room has also been found temporarily for the collection 
of models, &c., belonging to the Royal Commissioners of 
Patents. This Museum is, however, entirely independent 
of any control on the part of the Lord President. 

Besides administering the grants for the various museums 
and institutions, the Department of Science and Art has 
organized a large and rapidly increasing system of instruc- 
tion in science and in art of a more or less elementary 
character, throughout the whole country. 

As there appears to be much misapprehension with 
regard to the rules of this system, it will, perhaps, be as 
well to summarise them, and also to give the statistics 
under the several heads for England, Scotland, and Ireland 



Science and Akt Schools. 

_ The action of the Science and Art Department is to 

aid instruction in science in the following subjects : 1, 

practical plane and solid geometry ; 2, machine con- 
struction and drawing ; 3, building construction, or naval 
architecture and drawing ; 4, elementary mathematics ; 
5, higher mathematics ; 6, theoretical mechanics ; 7, ap- 
plied mechanics ; 8,^ acoustics, light, and heat ; 9 mag- 
netism and electricity; 10, inorganic chemistry; 11, 
organic chemistry; 12, geology; 13, mineralogy ; 14, 
animal physiology; 15, zoology; 16, vegetable phy- 
siology and economic botany; 17, systematic botany; 
18, mining; 19 , metallurgy; 20, navigation ; 21, nautical 
astronomy ; 22, steam ; 23, physical geography. And in 
art in:— (1) elementary drawing as an education of the 
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power of observation, and (2) drawing, painting, modelling, 
and designing for manufacture and decoration. 

In order to place a school or class in connexion with the Aidto™as 
Departnientj an approved committee, consisting of at least ’“struction in 
five persons, must be formed. science. 

As respects Science, the aid consists of — 
a. Public examinations, in which Queen’s Medals and 
Queen’s Prizes are awarded, held at all places com- 
plying with certain conditions. 
h. Payments on results to teachers as tested by e.xa- 
mlnatioii. 

c. Scholarships and exhibitions. 

d. Building grants. 

e. Grants towards the purchase of apparatus, &c. 

The Examination!! are held in May by the local com- 
mittees. The examination papers are prepared by the 
professional examiners in London, and are sent to the local 
secretary ; one evening is set apart for each subject, so 
that the examination in each subject is simultaneous. 

_ The examinations are of two kinds, but held together, Examinations 

VIZ. : in Science. 

a. The class examinations, of which there are two 
grades or stages ; the first stage or elementary exami- 
nation, and the second stage or advanced examination, 
ihose successful in the elementary stage are divided 
into 1st, 2nd, and 3rd class, and those successful in the 
advanced stage into 1st and 2nd class. 

5. The honours examination, of a highly advanced 
character. 

Any person wherever taught may sit at any one of 
these examinations. 

_ Foul medals, one gold, one silver, and two bronze, are Eewardsto 
given m each subject in competition among the students 
of science classes. candidates. 

_ Queen s prizes consisting of books or instruments are 
given to all candidates successful in obtaining a first class 
in mther stage of the class examinations. 

Payments are made to the teachers on the results of the Payments on 
Aiay examination. Any person may qualify to earn pay- 
ments on results : o j. j j exammations. 

a. by obtaining a first or second class in the advanced 
giaae oi the class examination, or 

^ by taking honours. 

This examination is dispensed wnth in certain cases. 
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Payments are made only on account of the instruction 
of students of the artizan classes, or others whose incomes 
do not amount to 100^. per annum, or their children. 
The payments claimable for each such student in each 
subject are — 3/. for a first class in the elementary stage, 
21. for a second class, and 1/. for a third class, and a 
further payment of 21. for a first class and 1/. for a second 
class in the advanced stage, provided the student has in a 
previous year passed in the elementary stage. These 
amounts are reduced in the case of previous successes and 
according to a certain scale when the amount exceeds 
60/. 

The teacher must have given each student 25 lessons 
at least, and payments on results are made either directly 
to the teachers or to the committee of the school. 



Table of tho Statistics of 18G7 and 18G8. 







1867. 






1S6S. 






England. 


Ireland. 


Scotland. 


Total. 


England. 


Ireland. 


Scotland. 


-TofsL 


Number of Science Scbools 


150 


63 


9 


212 


210 


76 


15 


3tl 


Number ofpersons under') 
Instruction • - j 


0,‘Wil 


2,125 


1,604 


10,230 


9,480 


2,870 


2,611 


14, «1 


Number of persons Exa- ■> 
mined • - •) 

Number of Papers "Worked 


3,288 


1.409 


223 


4,920 


5.077 


1,714 


370 


W 


5,933 


1,895 


385 


8,213 


9,843 


2,813 


457 


18,115 


Amoimt paid to Teachers* 
Number of Teachers qua-l 


£5.513 


£2,017 


£-146 


£7,976 


£8,455 


£3,269 


£381 


£12,!® 


lified to earn Payments ^ 
engaged • • 


133 


50 


12 


200 


206 


75 


12 


Si 



♦ Tliis is the amount up to the pi*esent time, all the claims not having yet been paid. 



Scholarships. There are two forms of scholarship in connexion with 
elementary schools. ' 

1st. In the Elementary School Scholarship 5/. are 
granted to the managers of any elementary school for the 
support of a deserving pupil selected by competition, if they 
undertake to support him for a year and subscribe hi. for 
that purpose. The payment of hi. by the Science and Art ' 
Department is conditional on the scholar passing in some 
branch of science at the May examination. 

2nd. The Science and Art Scholarship is of a more 
advanced character, and does not depend on any cor- 
responding contribution on the part of the locality. A 
grant of 10/. is made towards the maintenance, for one 
year, of the most deserving pupil or pupils in elementary 
schools who have passed certain examinations in science 
and in drawing. 

In both these cases the scholar must be from 12 to l6 
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years of age, and one scholarship is allowed per 100 pupils 
in the school. 

The Exhibitions are : — 

1st. Local Exhibitions, for advanced scientific instruc- Exhibitions, 
tion, to enable students to complete their education at 
some college or school where scientific instruction of an 
advanced character may be obtained. Grants of 25f. 
per annum, for one, two, or three years are made for this 
purpose when the locality raises a like sum by voluntary 
subscriptions. And if the student attend a State school, 
such as the Royal School of Mines in London, the Royal 
College of Chemistry in London, or Royal College of Sci- 
ence in Ireland, the fees are remitted. The exhibition must 
be awarded in competition. 

2nd. Royal Exhibitions of the value of 50/. per annum 
tenable for three years, to the Royal School of Mines, 

London, and the Royal College of Science, Dublin, are 
given in competition at the May examinations. Six are 
awarded each year — three to each institution. Free ad- 
missions are also given to all gold medallists. 

Besides these, the Whitworth Scholarships of the value whitiForti 
of 100/. per annum, tenable for two or three years, are SchoiarsUps. 
also given in competition at the May examinations. 

A grant in aid of a new building, or for the adaptation 
of an existing building, for a school of science may be 
made at a rate not exceeding 2^. 6rf. per square foot of 
internal area, up to a maximum of 500/. for any one 
school, provided that the school— 

a. be built under the Public Libraries Act (13 & 14 
Viet. c. 65. ; 18 & 19 Viet. c. 70. ; 29 & 30 Viet. c. 114.) ; 
or — 

h. be built in connexion with a School of Art, aided by 
a Department building grant. 

And certain other conditions. 

A grant towards the purchase of apparatus, diagrams, Grants towards 

&c., of 50 per cent, of the cost of them, is made to science annaratue 
schools. 

As respects Art, the aid is : — 

Firstly. Towards the teaching of elementary drawing in Aid towards 
schools for the poor. This aid consists of payments to the 
mana.gers of schools instructed by teachers certificated for 
drawing (a) of L., 2^., or 3i. on account of children who 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Examinations. 



Eirst grade. 



Second grade. 



Night classes. 



Third grade 
examinations. 



Schools of Art. 



Prizes. 
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pass a very elementary — the “ first grade ’’—examination, 
(5) of 5s. or 10s. on children or pupil-teachers who pass 
the more advanced or “ second grade ” examination, and 
(c) of prizes to successful children and pupil-teachers. 

The “ first grade ” consists of freehand drawing in outline 
from flat examples, drawing from regular solids or objects 
of simple form, and of easy problems in practical geometry. 

The “ second grade ” examination' is of a higher standard 
than that for the first grade, but in the same subjects, with 
the addition of perspective and mechanical drawing. 
Examinations are held in May in any elementary school 
taught by a master holding a certificate for drawing, or 
who has passed a second grade examination in any of the 
above three subjects of drawing. 

Secondly. Towards art instruction in night classes for 
artizans held in elementary schools, in literary, mechanics’, 
or similar institutions. This aid consists of payuients to 
the managers of 10^. or ISs. on account of artizaus or 
their children above 12 years of age satisfactorily taught 
drawing of the second* or third grades by certificated 
teachers ; of prizes to successful students ; and of pay- 
ments towards the local expenses of examination. 

The “third grade” is represented by works embracing 
the whole course of instruction in night classes or schools of 
art, such as drawing from examples, from casts or models, 
from nature, the antique, or the life ; painting, flowers, 
landscape, or from life ; designing or drawing for decorative 
purposes. 

Thirdly. To schools of art being held in rooms entirely 
devoted to art instruction. This aid consists of similar 
payments to the managers to those awarded to night 
classes, and of the following additional payments - 

20s. on account of every artizan satisfactorily in- 
structed in art. 

15/. or 30/. on account of art pupil-teachers. 

5/. or 10/. on account of students trained for art 
teachers or national art-scholars. 

3/. on account of free studentships to artizans sub- 
mitting advanced works. 

10/. on account of expenses of annual report and 
examination. 

Prizes are given to successful students, and the advanced 
studies of the schools of art are brought together in a 
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national competition, when gold, silver, and bronze medals, 
and other prizes, are awarded. All payments are contin- 
gent on the employment of certificated teachers. 

Elementary schools, night classes, and schools of art 
are aided to the extent of 75 per cent, in the purchase of 
examples. 

Orants are made in aid of building schools of art. Building grants. 

Fourthly. — By the maintenance of the National National 
Training School at South Kensington, in which highly 
qualified students from local schools of art are admitted 
and trained as masters for schools of art, or as designers, 
or art-workmen. Such students receive allowances for 
their support of from 15^. to 40s. weekly. 

Fifthly.— Through the National Museum of Becorative Art Museum 
Art and the National Art Library, which are made as far 
as possible circulating collections for the benefit of local 
schools of art. 



Number of Schools to which Grants were made in — 



— ■ 


Englautl. 


Ireland. 


Scotland. 


Schools of Art - 






80 






Night Classes - 




_ 


59 






Elementary Schools 




- 


500 j 

i 


29 


59 



Payments on Results of Art Examination, 1867. 



— 


England. 


Ireland. 


Scotland. . 


ychools of Art - - _ - 

Night Classes - - - _ 

Elementary Schools - - _ 


£ s. d. 
4,701 11 7 

658 12 lOf 
2,650 18 0 


£ s. d. ' 
235 6 1 
53 5 0 
136 10 0 


£ s. d. 
857 9 li- 
as 6 9j 
293 14 0 



Science and Aht Institutions in Edinburgh. 

, institutions which we visited in Edinburgh were Science andArt 

the tollowmg. They are all supported or assisted by State ™ 

grants : Edmbuigh. 

1. The Science andArt Museum, a State establishment 
which may almost be considered a branch of the 
South Kensington Museum, 
o’ Museum of the Society of Antiquaries. 

3. ihe National Gallery of Scotland, 
j Botanical Museum. 

e description of these will be found in the evidence. 
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Grants to 
institutions in 
Edinburgh. 



Edinburgh 
Museiim of 
Science and 
Art. 



Ireland 
deficient in an 
Industrial 
Museum. 



Success of 
Irish Science 
Schools and 
Classes. 



The grants they receive are given in the following 
table : — 

181)8-9. 



— 


Crass I. 
Public Works 
nncl 

Buildings. 


Crass IV. 
Education, 
Science, and 
Art. 


Total. ■ 


Museum of Science and Art, Edinburgli. 
Through the Science and Art Department 


£ s. d. 


£ s, d. 


^ s. d. 


for the United Kingdom - - - 


— 


S,219 0 0 




Society of Antiquaries. Through the Board 
of Manufactures, Scotland 
National Galleiy (Scotland). Through the 


- 


; 300 0 0 


300 0 0 


Board of Manufactures, Scotland 
Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh. In Class L, 
through the vote for Maintenance and Re- 
pair of Public Buildings ;• and in Class IV . , 




1 1,142 0 0 




through the Universities, &c., in Scotland 


1,336 3 6, 




2,85(5 3 (i 


Royal Society of Edinburgh 




300 0 0 
£ 


12,817 3 6 



The Science and Art Museum contains a natural history 
collection, including geology and mineralogy; and, secondly, 
an industrial collection, that is to say, a technological 
collection and an exhibition of manufactures ; with the 
latter are included a few objects of fine art. 



General Resume. 

On comparing the institutions which exist in Ireland 
with those of England and Scotland, it will be seen that 
the former country is deficient in an industrial museum. 
Some branches of such a museum already exist. There 
are the technological collections of the Museum of Irish 
Industry still retained in the College of Science, and there 
are the collections of the Royal Irish Academy, which, 
even though kept distinct, might form, for the periods 
which they historically represent, the basis of a fine-art 
collection. By the addition of specimens of decorative 
art, casts, &c., and examples of modern manufactures, a 
valuable industrial museum might be formed. 

It will be seen that of Science Schools and Classes 
Ireland has established fully its fair proportion, if not 
more, and has won a correspondingly large share of the 
grants which are given as payments on results. It has 
been equally successful in obtaining the highest honours 
in the annual examinations. The very large proportion 
of medals carried off by Irish students has on several 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON SCIENCE AND ART (IRELAND). xxxi 

occasions been specially noticed in the reports of the 
Science and Art Department. 

Of 36 Royal Exhibitions to the Royal School of Mines 
in London, and the Royal College of Science in Dublin, 
which have been awarded since their foundation, 1 1 have 
fallen to Irish candidates, the remaining 25 to Scotch and 
English. 

On the other hand, art schools have not been so widely Art scioois 
established, and one or two that were founded have died successful, 
away. Where they have been maintained they have been 
as successful as the English. Why art schools have not 
been as rapidly developed in Ireland as Science Schools is 
readily accounted for. Science classes can be taught 
almost anywhere, and under the stimulus of a personal 
payment a competent teacher with little aid beyond his 
own energy manages to get them up. They may be small, 
but the teacher often has other occupation, and, at first 
at all events, he may devote but a portion of his time to 
them, and not look to them alone for support. An art 
school needs a special building, or at least special rooms. 

It requires more apparatus, and as it has mainly to support 
a specially trained teacher, who can readily find a more or 
less remunerative employment for his abilities in other 
ways, it _ involves a larger outlay of capital to com- 
mence with. ^ An art school therefore requires a much 
greater combined effort on the part of the locality to 
establish it. 

Then again, as was pointed out by one of the art masters, Difficulty of 
an art school even when established has great difficulties ““tojtWng 
to contend with in Ireland. There are but few manu- irXna. 
lactures m Ireland.^ There is scarcely any opportunity for 
an artisan to turn his acquired powers of drawing or design- 
ing to account. It^ is therefore very difficult to persuade 
niin to learn. It is to this probably that the fewness of 
night-classes— the second grade as it were of art schools, 
mid requiring but _ littk outlay in establishment — is due. 

ms IS a matter in which governmental action can avail 
nut litt e. The normal lace school in Dublin affords a 
goo illustration of this. The school which received 
state grants was very successful in the instruction of 
uesigners, &c„ but notwithstanding the efforts of many 
p 1 an ropic persons who interested themselves in the 
Mr, could be found, and the school was 

sea. Ihe creation of industries must be a matter 
time, even if the resources of the country admit of 
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their ever being maintained. And the advantages of draw- 
ing as part of education are not yet fully appreciated. 

And it is on the artisan or industrial classes that both 
art and science classes must primarily depend, as far as 
State grants are concerned. The parliamentary grants for 
science and art instruction are voted wholly and specih- 
cally to aid the instruction of these classes. Though^ the 
establishment of science schools or art schools does inci- 
dentally benefit the middle classes, and though it is to the 
larger fees paid by them that the art teacher largely looks 
for support, no direct payment can be made on account 
of their instruction. 

Reason for The less Outlet there is for talent in Ireland the greater, 
xetamiiigfte jjj opinion, is the reason for retaining the present 
ofS.^ imperial system, by which students throughout the king- 
dom are examined together. It affords an Imperial com- 
petition ; success in it — and we see that Irish students 
are successful — not only carries far greater weight and 
prestige than in any simply Irish competition, buUt opens 
to the successful student a far wider field. What, for 
instance, supposing there w’ere a training school for art 
teachers in Dublin, would become of the teachers trained 
there ? A promising student now comes to London, and 
we have it on record that many of them afterwards find 
employment in England and Scotland. Under no circum- 
stances could Dublin afford the same means of education 
for an art master as London. And would any English 
or Scotch school take a teacher frem the training school 
in Dublin in preference to one from the school in Lon- 
don ? Or would manufacturers be likel}^ to go there for 
designers ? 

Memorial from That this is strougly felt by the Irish students them- 
selves is evident, from the memorial which was sent to the 
Stei from Treasury signed by 245 students in the Dublin School, 
SmpetUioD when the scheme of a separate department w'as first mooted 
by the promoters of the Royal Irish Institute. To students 
who are supported by the State there cannot be much 
difference as to convenience between residence in London 
and in Dublin, their expenses of transit being paid. As 
to which place they w’ould prefer for its advantages in 
completing an art education, there can be but little doubt. 

The idea of having a separate department whilst 
retaining a general competition, which, but that it has 
been urged by some of the witnesses, it would not he 
necessary to notice, is equally illusory. Bat little acquain- 
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tance with competitions and examinations is necessary to 
luiow that the subjects for competition must be clearly de- 
iinedj and that to secure success the instruction must be 
organized especially with this aim. Unless the course of 
instruction pursued in Ireland was within certain limits 
precisely the same as that pursued in England and 
Scotland, the Irish students would not meet their com- 
petitors on equal terms and would have no chance of 
success. 

Unless a different course of instruction be established Separate De- 
fer Ireland— and there is nothing to show the neces- sSncTand 
sity for it — there can be no use in having a separate Mand 
department. A double examination for Irish students 
would only be an unnecessary tax on them and on the 
State. 

The utmost freedom is now allowed in the method of 
instruction — in fact there is no control in this nor in the 
especial bias which it shall receive. The only limit is that 
which is imposed on the teachers by the necessarily definite 
subjects of competition. 

In the Royal College of Science, Ireland possesses an Boyai CoUege 
institution which, in the number of its professorships and 
general course of study, is more complete as a pure school 
of science than anything of the kind existing in Scotland 
or England. 

We cannot close our remarks on this subject without Dnndaik Sd- 
adverting to an able address delivered by Lord Dufferin, in 
distributing the prizes to the Science School at Dundalk, 
during our sittings in Dublin. His Lordship called attention 
to the fact that one of the students of the school obtained 
the highest honours in a subject in competition with no 
fewer than 1,390 candidates from all parts of the kingdom, 
and many others had done remarkably well. It is obvious 
that the distinction acquired by these pupils would have 
been of a far lower order if the competition had been 
restricted to Ireland. 

. The Dundalk school is established under the Tree Libra- 
nes and Museums Act, which allows a rate to be raised 
for the purposes of a free library, or for a museum, or art 
or science school. The meeting that Lord Dufferin and 
p°ti addressed cordially supported the action 

ot the Science and Art Department, and Lord Clermont 
ounded an exhibition in connexion with the school, 

22C79,_1. 
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giving 25/. a year for that purpose. This is the first local 
exhibition the grant of which has been absolutely com- 
pleted under the terms of the recent minutes of the Com- 
mittee of Council, which supplements a local contribution 
of 25/. by an equal amount of state money for the support 
of a deserving pupil at a school or college where advanced 
scientific instruction is given. 

In conclusion we may say that the opinions of many 
of us on the question of a separate department have not 
been uninfluenced by the consideration, that so long as the 
instruction in science and in art in Ireland forms part of a 
great system spreading over the whole kingdom, it will 
probably continue, as it has commenced, unhampered by 
the political and sectarian differences which unhappily too 
readily obtain on all questions of education at the present 
time. 

We will now proceed to submit the conclusions at which, 
after the fullest consideration, we have unanimously arrived 
on the various points of our inquiry. 

We regret our inability to carry out the Minute of the 
22nd May in its literal integrity, by framing a plan for 
the formation of a separate Department of Science and 
Art for Ireland analogous in its constitution to the existing 
Science and Art Department in London ; as a mature 
consideration has convinced us that the formation of a 
separate department for Ireland would be detrimental to 
the interests of science and art in that country. We are 
of opinion, however, that aU the advantages for Ireland 
proposed in that Minute may be practically secured by 
the arrangements indicated in the following recommen- 
dations : — 

1. That in order to afford advantages and facilities to 
students, artizans, and others in Dublin, in some 
respects similar to those which are yielded by the 
South Kensington Museum in London, and, in 
other respects, to those afforded by the Science and 
Art Museum in Edinburgh, it is very desirable that 
there should be a General Industrial and Fine Arts 
Museum in Dublin. The people of Ireland would 
thus obtain the fullest opportunity of improve- 
ment in the cultivation of the Industrial and Deco- 
rative Arts by the study of approved models and 
objects. 
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2. That this museum should be purely a State estab- 

lishment under a director responsible to the Lord 
President, or other Minister in charge of edu- 
cation. 

3. That the director of the Science and Art Museum 

should be in immediate relation, not only with the 
Minister of Education, but also with the Irish 
Government, and it should be his duty to place 
himself in communication with the representatives 
of the various industrial interests of the country, 
with a view to the development of its resources. 

4. That all votes for museums and educational esta- 

blishments in Ireland should be taken on the re- 
sponsibility of the Lord President of the Council, 
or other Minister in charge of education directly 
responsible to Parliament. 

5. That with a view to completing the establishment of 

a central institution in Dublin, corresponding as 
far as possible with the South Kensington Museum 
and Educational Establishment in connexion there- 
with in London, we recommend that the Royal 
Dublin Society be invited to allow their School of 
Art to be made a purely State school, placed under 
the control of the director of the Science and Art 
Museum, thus relieving the Society of what is now 
a drain upon its funds. 

6. That seeing, however, the small number of Art 

schools now existing in Ireland and the superior 
opportunities which the Arts collections in London 
must at all times present to advanced students, we 
do not think it expedient at the present time to 
recommend the establishment of a Training school 
in Dublin. 

7- That the present system of Science and Art schools 
offers to the Irish student a full share of the highest 
rewards and advantages given by the State, and of 
the distinction due to success in a competition open 
to students throughout the Empire, but that it is 
desirable to consider how far the impediments 
arising out of the circumstances of the country, 
and the condition of a large portion of the popula- 
tion, may be diminished. 
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8. That a concentration on one site of several of the 
institutions mentioned in the minute is feasible, and 
very desirable, and that it may be carried out 
without prejudice to the independent rights of the 
societies concerned. 

9- 'I’hat the ground now held by the Royal Dublin 
Society, with some additional land adjoining their 
premises, which could easily and with advantage 
be purchased, affords sufficient space for the con- 
centration of all the institutions which we think 
it desirable to bring together. From a full con- 
sideration of the various sites that are available in 
Dublin, we are of opinion that this would afford 
the greatest facility for carrying out the object 
proposed by the Minute of the 22nd May, — of 
combining or bringing into harmonious action the 
existing societies receiving State grants for Science 
and Art — consistently with the convenience and 
with the views of these bodies. If the Royal 
Irish Academy be removed to this site all the 
institutions referred to in the Minute of the 22nd 
May, that can with advantage be concentrated, 
will be placed in immediate contiguity, and in a 
central and most convenient locality ; and the 
result will be a great central group of institutions 
— a Science and Art Museum, a Public Library, 
a Museum of Natural History, a Museum of 
Irish Antiquities, a National Gallery, and a School 
of Art. Several plans have been suggested which 
will be found in the Appendix. 

10. That it is desirable to remove the Library of 
the Royal Dublin Society to more commodious 
premises, and to supply it with such funds and 
administration as may be required to develope it 
into a National Library. The present Natural 
History Museum, which is not well adapted to its 
object, would, with slight alteration, be conver- 
tible into a spacious and commodious Library and 
Reading Room. The rooms now occupied by the 
library might be appropriated to the use of other 
scientific societies, reserving the rights of the 
Royal Dublin Society. 
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11. That the Natural History Museum of the Royal 
Dublin Society should be removed to a properly 
constructed building, and supplied with such 
funds and administration as may be required to 
develope it into a National Museum of Natural 
Historj’. 

12. It has been proposed to erect buildings for a 
Museum of Economic Botany in the Botanic 
Gardens at Glasnevin, and money has been taken 
on account in the estimates for that purpose. We 
consider, however, that the erection of a building 
for this purpose in the gardens is to be deprecated, 
and that the collection may fitly form a part of 
the Science and Art Museum. 

13. That the Royal Dublin Society should be invited 
to hand over the Agricultural Museum to the 
Science and Art Museum. 

14. We offer no suggestions with regard to the Royal 
Hibernian Academy. 

15. That the premises of the Royal Irish Academy 
being insecure, insufficient, and unsuitable for its 
purposes, it is desirable that the Academy should be 
transferred to a building, on the central site already 
indicated, adapted for its valuable collections ; and 
that rooms should be provided for its meetings, 
administration, and library. 

16. That at the same time sufficient funds should be 
placed at the disposal of the Academy for the 
furtherance of its objects ; and that the Academy 
should be invited to make arrangements for the 
exhibition of its collection in connexion with the 
department of the Science and Art Museum 
devoted to antiquities. 

17- That it is undesirable to modify the present con- 
stitution of the Irish National Gallery. That occa- 
sional grants should be made for the purchase of 
pictures, and that a liberal system of loans from 
the National Gallery in London to the capital of 
Ireland may be organized with great advantage. 

18. That it would be inadvisable to remove the Royal 
College of Science from its premises in St. 
Stephen’s Green. 
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19 . That the appropriation of the premises in St. 
Stephen’s Green to the purposes of a College of 
Science will render it necessary to find accom- 
modation elsewhere for the officers and collections 
of the Irish branch of the Geological Survey of 
the United Kingdom. 

20. That as these collections will, no doubt, be per- 
manently retained in Ireland as a record of the 
geological structure and history of the country, 
and as illustrative of its industrial resources, it 
would be desirable to find accommodation for 
them in the vicinity of the Natural History 
Museum. 

21. That the collections of the Museum of Irish In- 
dustry still retained in the College of Science, 
may with advantage be transferred to, and form 
the nucleus of, the Science and Art Museum. 

22. That it is desirable that the system of occasional 
grants to the Royal Zoological Society should be 
replaced by a fixed addition to its present annual 
grant. 

23. That we consider an Academy of Music to be well 
worthy of State support. Pending, however, the 
organization of a complete system of musical 
education, and a well-considered scheme of scho- 
larships for supporting promising students and 
perfecting their education, we do not feel ourselves 
in a position to make a specific recommendation 
as to how the State subsidies should be dis- 
tributed, but would desire to leave this for the 
consideration of the Lord President of the Council. 

24. The Queen’s Institute has been brought under 
our notice. It appears to be an admirable, well- 
managed, and successful institution for the instruc- 
tion in industrial pursuits of the daughters of 
persons of a middle rank of life who are in 
narrow or destitute circumstances. Whilst every 
facility' should be afforded to the zealous and phil- 
anthropic supporters of this institution to profit 
by State assistance to education, we do not 
feel ourselves justified in recommending any de- 
parture from the principles on which that aid is 
administered. 
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25. The question of establishing a Veterinary College 
in Dublin has been brought under our notice : but 
while fully admitting the importance of such an 
institution to a pastoral country like Ireland, we 
do not consider ourselves to be in a position to 
make any specific recommendation on the subject. 

We have the honour to be, 

My Lords, 

Your Lordships’ most obedient servants, 

KILDARE. 

C. W. RUSSELL. 

SAML. HAUGHTON. 

G. A. HAMILTON. 

T. H. HUXLEY. 

R. M. LAFEAN, Col. R.E. 

WYVILLE THOMSON. 

J. F. D. DONNELLY, Capt. R.E. 



Dr. Haughton in appending his signature says : — 
“ With the exception of conclusion No. 25, for which I 
“ would substitute the following resolution passed by the 
“ Commission on the 2nd October last : — 

“ That in an agricultural and pastoral country like 
“ Ireland, it is highly desirable that means of instruction 
“ in the Veterinary Art should be provided. These do 
“ not at present exist. By the addition of two Chairs, 
“ the one of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery, and the 
“ other of Veterinary Pathology, and of an Anatomical 
“ Demonstrator, the existing staff of the College of 
“ Science would be made competent to supply all needful 
“ instruction in the theory of the Veterinary Art. The 
“ hospital practice (which it would be highly inexpedient 
“ for the Government to provide) might be well afforded 
“ by the existing public and private Veterinary establish- 
“ ments in Dublin.” 
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Printed by George E. Eyre and Wixliam Spottiswoode, 
Printei's to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 

Eor Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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